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Defined

Le-gal De-scrip-tion

A legal description of property is a way to define or accurately pinpoint where a particular piece of
property is located. A street address also identifies a physical location but not in the same way that a
legal description defines it and, in fact, often don't match.

Some legal descriptions are very simple and involve a Lot and a Block and a Subdivision name. You
will mostly find Lot and Block legal descriptions within city boundaries.

A more common legal description is metes and bounds. This involves using the public surveying
system, which starts from when the United States issued its patent. It uses townships and ranges.
Land is divided into sections, and each section is 640 acres. The legal description pinpoints the
location of the subject property within its particular Township, Range and Section, which might
also involve degrees and distance.
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